
Proposal to Eliminate the 60 University Credit Requirement
for GRO Eligibility (#2)

The Academic Advising Council respectfully requests a review of this proposal to eliminate the 60 University Credit Requirement associated with the GRO policy.

Current Policy
Last Revised Date: 
May, 2020
NOTE:  GRO deadline in item #3 updated, and GRO maximum in item #7 updated to remove unit maximum, 5/28/20.
NOTE:  explanatory bullet points under item #5 removed, as those were no longer relevant, 3/12/19.

4/3/20 Note: Students my repeat any course taken during the Spring 2020 term without having the subsequent attempt count towards grade replacement opportunity (GRO) or repeat option limits. More information can be found on the announcement of the temporary policy(link is external) and an FAQ from the Office of the Registrar(link is external). 

Before applying for GRO, please read "The Truth about GRO(link is external)"
1. Undergraduates who have not received a bachelor's degree from this University may repeat under the Grade Replacement Opportunity (GRO), only once, certain courses in which they received grades of C, D, or E.
2. All undergraduates who have earned fewer than 60 University Credits (i.e., units in residence at the UA) at the time of application for GRO are eligible. Students with 60 or more earned University Credits may retake courses in accordance with the Course Repeat Policy but without use of the GRO. 
3. GRO requests for regular-dated classes in any session may be submitted online during GRO filing periods.  See the exact GRO Filing Deadlines(link is external) and the GRO Information(link is external) page.
4. Graduate students are not eligible for GRO.
5. The repeat GRO attempt department, course number, and grading type must be identical to the first attempt. 
6. "Credit by Exam", "Grade by Exam", "Individual Studies" courses, "Success Courses," “Developmental Courses” (i.e., those with AX/BX after the course number), and "Pass/Fail" courses cannot be taken under GRO. Individual Studies is defined as courses with numbers ending in 91 (Preceptorship), 92 (directed research), 93 (internship), 94 (practicum), and 99 (independent study).
7. A total of 3 courses may be repeated under GRO.
8. A GRO repeated course grade will replace only one previous grade. (Example: if a course has been graded more than once, the GRO repeated course grade will replace only one of the graded courses.)
9. The repeated attempt under GRO is the grade used in the calculation of the grade-point-average (GPA), even if lower than the first attempt, except in the case of #10 below. Both grades earned in the first and the GRO repeat attempts will remain on the academic record. If a student passes the first attempt, but fails the repeat attempt, the failing grade is calculated in the grade-point-average; however the units earned in the first attempt may be applied toward degree requirements.
10. GRO repeat attempt grades of O, W, WC, WO or XO count as attempts, but do not replace the grade in the first attempt.
11. When the final grade for the GRO repeat attempt has been processed in the Office of the Registrar, the cumulative units and grade-point-average will be adjusted. Grades of I and Y are not final grades.
12. University, college or department policies or certain circumstances may limit the option to use the Grade Replacement Opportunity. Neither the department nor the Office of the Registrar is responsible for the loss of this opportunity due to changes in course offerings, such as course cancellation, unit change, time change, etc.
13. After filing the GRO form, it becomes the STUDENT's RESPONSIBILITY to notify the Office of the Registrar(link is external), Administration Bldg. Rm. 210, of ANY CHANGE that may affect the registration in the course being repeated.


Rationale for Removal of the 60 units UArizona Credit Requirement for Grade Replacement Opportunity Eligibility.
Current policy doesn’t allow students to apply for GRO if they have completed more than 60 UArizona units.  While the cumulative GPA will not be significantly impacted by a GRO when the student has attained junior or senior class standing, there are reasons beyond the cumulative GPA to consider the removal of the 60 unit restriction.

· Some students will benefit from having GRO available when nearing graduation and needing to elevate the *major* or *minor* GPA to meet the 2.0 minimum requirement.

· Eliminating the 60 unit barrier will make it possible for some students to meet scholarship or financial aid GPA requirements thus allowing them to continue enrollment.

· Transfer students who are most often taking upper-division course work have GRO available to them for the more challenging courses; yet students who begin as first years are only able to GRO lower-division courses.

· GRO is difficult to manage for student eligibility. With the Pass grade option made available for spring 2020, and unintended outcome is system accuracy with respect to whether a student is eligible to GRO a course. Additionally, students may repeat any course taken during Spring 2020 term without having this subsequent attempt count towards GRO or repeat option limits. Therefore, Advisors must manually count units to determine student eligibility.
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