
Second Language Waiver

Karthik Kannan (Dean) + Anne Pagel (Associate Dean, UG) + 
Jayanthi Sunder (Dept Head + Ex-Vice Dean)



- Tom Kelley

Request

In College of Engineering and 
Eller College of Management 
by a method determined 
within the College



Our request is predicated on

• What is the right thing for the 
student?

• What is the right thing for the 
institution?

Source: https://citizenrod.medium.com/design-2-pull-or-push-tell-me-more-83f12f710831



Gen Ed 23 Credits (including ECON 200 as EP Social Science)

University 
Foundations

23 Credits

Second 
Language

8 Credits

Math 9 Credits (MATH 100 placement is 

Writing 8 credits

Business 
Foundations

55 Credits

Major Specific 
Content

18-22 (with 6-9 Credits as electives)

Overview of 120 Credits

No room for major specific 
courses.

No room for AI courses!

Current structure does not position us well as 
the evolving nature of business education!



Comparison to Peer 
InstitutionsSurvey of Peer Institution Language Requirements: 

• 52% require no second language for business 
degree students 

• 17% require second language only for specialized 
programs (e.g., Global Business) 

• 30% require second language for all business 
students

Comparable institutions without language requirements 
include: 
• Michigan State University, Broad College
• Purdue University, Daniels School of Business 
• Miami University, Farmer School of Business 
• Washington University, Olin Business School 
• University of Michigan, Ross School of Business 
• University of Florida, Warrington College of 

Business 



ASU Language Requirements

Major Degree College Second Language 
Required

Business (Language and 
Culture) BA W.P. Carey School of 

Business Yes

Global Management BGM Thunderbird School of 
Global Management Yes

Arizona State University requires second language for 
only two business-related programs



Thank you!
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