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Pros: Students address all 7 areas through a single comprehensive course in Building Connections, thereby leaving 6 out of the 7 EP & BC courses to be taken in other areas so that students are able to choose more widely from across the entire GE curriculum; From a department and college perspective, since all students would address the attribute in a single course, there is less effect on enrollments in other GE courses across the University 
Cons: Students will not gain in-depth exposure to any of the 7 areas, since the entire attribute is covered in a single course; Not as many faculty across the University are able to participate in the attribute, other than through civic engagement practicum courses, because only courses that address all 7 outcomes will count for the attribute; Taking only one course for this requirement means students would have much less course work than for other ABOR assessed areas 

Policy Language:
Attribute Requirement in General Education
Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections courses within General Education enhance learning experiences so that faculty and students explore perspectives and build interdisciplinary connections to be prepared for meaningful engagement in a global context. Integral to this goal are topical areas in which all students should be educated. These areas include: American Institutions and Civic Learning, Diversity and Equity, Quantitative Reasoning, World Cultures and Societies, and Writing. Each of these areas, briefly defined below, is an attribute attached to Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections courses that fulfill the guidelines of the appropriate area and are defined as such in the general catalog of courses. More detailed guidelines of these attributes will be part of the General Education website and embedded in the course approval process.
American Institutions and Civic Learning Attribute
Classes with the American Institutions and Civic Learning Attribute will focus on the following: how the history of the United States continues to shape the present; the basic principles of American constitutional democracy and how they are applied under a republican form of government; the United States Constitution and major American constitutional debates and developments; the essential founding documents and how they have shaped the nature and functions of American Institutions of self-governance; landmark Supreme Court cases that have shaped law and society; the civic actions necessary for effective citizenship and civic participation in a self-governing society – for example, civil dialog and civil disagreement; and basic economic knowledge to critically assess public policy options and to inform professional and personal decisions.
Diversity and Equity Attribute
Classes with the Diversity and Equity Attribute will focus on issues such as racism, classism, sexism, ableism, imperialism, colonialism, transphobia, xenophobia, and other structured inequities. It is our responsibility as Wildcats to promote greater social equity.
Quantitative Reasoning
Classes with the Quantitative Reasoning Attribute will focus on generating, analyzing, and/or interpreting quantitative information, developing the ability to construct coherent arguments based on that information, and effectively communicating those arguments. It is our responsibility as Wildcats to promote evidence-based reasoning and data literacy.
World Cultures and Societies
Classes with the World Cultures and Societies Attribute will focus on a broad array of questions that have shaped our global community both past and present. It is our responsibility as Wildcats to promote understanding and respect for societies outside the United States and to think critically about our place in the world.
Writing Attribute
Writing mobilizes thinking and learning. Founded on principles of Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC(link is external)), GE courses with the Writing Attribute promote engaged learning, critical thinking, and greater facility with written communication across rhetorical situations. While all GE courses should aim to incorporate writing in some way, the Writing Attribute designates courses that shift writing practices from implicit rules to explicit discussion of disciplinary writing expectations, sharing these common goals:
1) teach writing as a process in course activities and assignments,
2) identify previous writing experiences and transfer writing practices to different genres of writing across academic disciplines, and
3) define various disciplinary or field-specific writing expectations.
 
Beginning with Fall 2026 matriculants, students must choose their Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections courses to fulfill the following attribute requirements:
American Institutions and Civic Learning Attribute – 1 course in the Building Connections category
Diversity and Equity Attribute - 2 courses, with one focused on a U.S. context
Quantitative Reasoning Attribute - 2 courses
World Cultures and Societies Attribute - 1 course
Writing Attribute - 2 courses

The University's General Education curriculum helps University of Arizona graduates attain fundamental skills and a broad base of knowledge to respond effectively to a complex world. 
All degree-seeking undergraduates must satisfy the requirements of the UA General Education curriculum by completing the following series of courses:
Foundations - First-Year Writing (Composition), Mathematics, and Second Language courses
Introduction to General Education course - Introduces students to General Education, reflecting on learning, and developing an ePortfolio. Required for students admitted as first-year students; optional for all other students. See policy on Entry/Exit Courses. (1 unit)
Exploring Perspectives courses - Introduce students to four disciplinary domains. The emphasis is on ways of thinking, knowing, and doing in those disciplines. Students will choose at least one course from each domain (12 units minimum), including:
Artist
Humanist
Natural Scientist
Social Scientist
Building Connections courses - Bring together knowledge and modes of thinking from two or more disciplines and/or perspectives. Students will choose three courses (9 units minimum).
GE Capstone course - Facilitates student reflection on their General Education experience to complete their ePortfolio in the GE Capstone course. Required for students admitted as first-year students; optional for all other students. See policy on Entry/Exit Courses. (1 unit)
Beginning with Fall 2026 matriculants, students must choose their Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections courses to fulfill the following attribute requirements:
American Institutions and Civic Learning Attribute - 1 course
Diversity and Equity Attribute - 2 courses
Quantitative Reasoning - 2 courses
World Cultures and Societies Attribute - 1 course
Writing Attribute - 2 courses
All courses approved as general education courses in the current General Education program will continue to meet the same requirements for students finishing out the current program.
General Education policies pertaining to transfer students:
General Education Transfer Credit
Your Specific Requirements:
To see the requirements specific to your major and degree program, consult the general Academic Advisement Reports(link is external) or your personal Advisement Report in UAccess Student(link is external).  Please direct questions to your academic advisor(link is external).
Office of General Education:
 The Office of General Education(link is external) administers the University of Arizona's General Education Curriculum.

* * *
Learning Outcome for American Institutions and Civic Learning Attribute:
Comprehensive course (must be in Building Connections category) learning outcome, which is described more fully in the seven learning sub-outcomes below:
Students will analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives on American institutions, focusing on how U.S. history has shaped the present, principles of constitutional democracy and how they have been applied under a republican form of government, debates over the U.S. Constitution and other founding documents, Supreme Court cases and their effects on law and society, civic participation and civil dialogue, and economic knowledge for public policy and personal or professional decisions.
Sub-outcomes
[bookmark: _Hlk152351047]I. Identify key events, processes, and periods in United States history, examine conflicting perspectives on those topics, and analyze how those parts of United States history continue to shape the present.
II. Identify and assess different perspectives on the basic principles of United States constitutional democracy, including its structure, rights, and fundamental protections, and analyze how these principles have been applied under a republican form of government as it evolved over time. 
III. Examine the United States Constitution, including one or more amendments, major constitutional debates, and theories of constitutional interpretation, and analyze their impact on subsequent historical developments.
IV. Analyze primary philosophical, historical, and political documents that influenced the founding of the U.S. government and its structure, and evaluate the role these documents played in shaping U.S. institutions.
V. Evaluate landmark Supreme Court cases and assess the court’s role in shaping law and society. 
VI. Demonstrate and apply the skills necessary for effective citizenship, including civil dialogue and civic participation, shaped by effective problem-solving and information literacy, by employing active learning opportunities, community-engaged learning, service learning, or experiential learning. 
VII. Explain and assess how economic data, tools, and theories are applied to compare and
evaluate current or historical public policies, as well as professional and personal decisions.

